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There is no other household task that is performed so frequently as the laundry. Americans have to wash their clothes just about as often as they bathe themselves, in fact. And while many new products continue to be developed to improve the clothes washing process, no company has yet to produce any product that makes it easier to get clothes into the laundry in the first place.
And this is certainly an established need. After all, more than a third of our population  has to trounce up and down staircases to get to the washers and dryers they use to clean their clothes. One new product has been conceived that can address this circumstance, however: meet the new Laundry Cruiser. 
The Laundry Cruiser is a laundry hamper made with a frame of hollow cylindrical tubing of 1” diameter. Made of chrome-plated steel, this tubing is used to form a box frame of approximately 30” x 16” x 16”. Two additional sections of such tubing form a back wall on this frame.  A telescoping handle, controlled by push button, projects from this back wall. 
Fitted about, and attached by hem to, this frame is laundry hamper bag, made of cotton canvas material. This bag can be produced in various decorative colors, and may bear various decorative designs, as well.

Affixed to the rear bottom corners of the Laundry Cruiser are lockable caster wheels to allow its mobility. Directly above each of these caster wheels, and attached directly to the frame, is a tandem wheel.

To move your laundry to the laundry room, just fill it within the Laundry Cruiser. By withdrawing its telescoping handle and using this handle to lean the unit back, you can then easily roll your clothing to that destination very quickly, and without any strain. And should you need to move the unit up or down staircases, then just lean the Laundry Cruiser back a little further so that its tandem wheels can make surface contact, too, and then you can make easy transport over the stairs, as well. 

The Laundry Cruiser can provide a missing convenience to the laundry process, and one that most Americans will quickly crave, and even many relevant businesses, too.

Please read on to learn more about this new device, which your company is invited to include in its product line. 

Features & Benefits

Of
The Laundry Cruiser
Features

· Frame made of hollow cylindrical tubing
· Hamper bag fitted about frame, made of cotton canvas material
· Telescoping handle attached to frame and projecting through back wall of hamper bag
· Two (2) lockable caster wheels positioned at rear bottom corners of frame
· Two (2) tandem wheels, positioned above caster wheels
Benefits

· Conveniently stores clothing and other laundry items
· Allows laundry to be conveniently transported to laundry area
· Allows laundry to be transported without any strain upon user
· Allows laundry to be transported long distances
· Allows laundry to be easily transported up and down staircases
· Allows laundry to be transported to and from washing areas much faster
· Meets the needs of all American households that frequently perform laundry duties
· Meets the specific needs of residents of apartment complexes
· Meets the specific needs of coin-laundry users
· Can bear many decorative designs and images
· Provides service to rapidly-growing primary and secondary laundry businesses, as well
Manufacturing Industry

Of

The Laundry Cruiser
	SIC
	Industry
	Companies
	Annual Sales

	2392
	Household Furnishings
	625 
	$8.469 billion 

	2599
	Furnishings & Fixtures, NEC
	743
	$3.155 billion


The Laundry Cruiser can be presented to companies in both of these manufacturing industries for its production. SIC 2392 companies make laundry and garment bags, while SIC 2599 includes companies that make carts that can host those laundry and garment bags. 
The following chart shows the recently recorded sales history of the Household Furnishings manufacturing industry:
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
Annual sales of this industry grew 22.69 percent in the last recorded five-year period.

The following chart shows the recent sales history of the Furniture & Fixtures, NEC manufacturing industry:
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Annual sales of this manufacturing industry grew 6.3 percent between 2002 and 2006.

Wholesale Industry

Of

The Laundry Cruiser
	SIC
	Industry
	Companies
	Annual Sales

	5023
	Miscellaneous Home Furnishings 
	13,137 
	$41.680 billion 

	5087-02
	Laundry Equipment & Supplies
	1,142
	$1.445 billion


The Laundry Cruiser can be distributed with other household accessories by this Miscellaneous Home Furnishings wholesale industry, the merchant sales history of which is detailed below: 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Annual sales of this merchant wholesale industry grew 32.94 percent in the last reported five-year period. 

Wholesale suppliers of Laundry Equipment & Supplies can provide the Laundry Cruiser directly to commercial facilities.
The following chart shows estimates of the recent sales history of the Laundry Equipment & Supplies merchant wholesale industry:
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census and ZapData
Annual sales of Laundry Equipment and Supplies wholesalers grew an estimated 25.82 percent in the last five years of record.

Retail Industry

Of

The Laundry Cruiser
	SIC
	Industry
	Companies
	Annual Sales

	5311
	Department Stores
	19,025
	$363.976 billion

	5719
	Miscellaneous Home Furnishings
	21,503
	$24.578 billion


Department Stores are the main source of household supplies for most American consumers, and the Laundry Cruiser can certainly be included in this product line.

The following chart shows the recent sales history of Department Stores:
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Annual sales of Department Stores grew an even 12 percent in the past five years of record.

Miscellaneous Home Furnishings stores include linens, cleaning supplies and home organizers within their varied product line, and the Laundry Cruiser can be a welcome addition to this industry.

The following chart shows the recent sales history of Miscellaneous Home Furnishings stores:
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Annual sales of this retail industry grew33.86 percent between 2002 and 2006.
Potential Need
For
The Laundry Cruiser
The Laundry Cruiser provides a convenience to American households. 

· Over 35 billion loads of laundry are washed every year in the United States. That’s 325 annually per household, 114 annually per person – 1,100 loads every single second, even right now as you read this.  Obviously, washing clothes is a way of life – a required chore – and just about a daily duty, too, since about 6.2 loads are done every week in every household on average. 

· Because of this prominence and regularity of the clothes-washing chore, American consumers are continually offered new products that offer improvements to this task. From bigger and better washing machines to new and improved detergents, consumers are consistently offered new choices that make this regular task easier and its results better. Except for one crucial part of this frequent task, however.

· What’s being overlooked is a better and improved way to get clothes to and from the laundry in the first place. Americans must still lug their laundry around in baskets and sacks, and sometimes with much difficulty due to so much weight that must be carried for such distances. Consumers only wind up dirtying up the clothes they’re wearing in the process of moving their clothes to and from the laundry.
· But it doesn’t have to be like this any longer. The Laundry Cruiser provides an easier method to transport clothing to and from the laundry area.  
The Laundry Cruiser provides a particular convenience 

that is greatly needed by particular consumers. 

· If it isn’t bad enough that we have to lug our clothing to and from the laundry in ordinary clothes baskets, then think about how bad it is for those who have to lug them up and down staircases to reach the laundry in the first place. 
· No, we’re not just talking about families who live in two-story houses, either. Think about the millions of Americans who live in apartment complexes that have separate laundry stations, and who have to lug their clothing up and down long flights of stairs and over long distances to reach those laundry areas. And who have to do so just as frequently as other Americans do.
· Now think about giving those millions of consumers the opportunity to benefit from the Laundry Cruiser. After all, the Laundry Cruiser features rear wheels that allow it to be rolled, and even tandem wheels above those rear wheels, which allow it to be rolled up and down staircases.  

· The Laundry Cruiser can provide this greatly desired convenience to millions of Americans in need. 

The Laundry Cruiser can benefit commercial enterprises, as well. 

· The convenience and practicality of the Laundry Cruiser isn’t needed by private consumers alone. After all, many commercial enterprises perform clothes laundering as a service, too.

· And those commercial industries don’t just have a need for this convenience and practicality, but they have a growing need, too.  For example, drycleaning and professional laundering is a rapidly growing industry, with about 250 new businesses in this trade ever year. 
· Laundry service is a growing trade in other industries, too.  Even common, discount hotel chains offer this service to its clientele, and due to its rapidly growing demand.

· This rapid growth in service signifies a rapid growth in need for convenience. And the Laundry Cruiser can assist this rapidly growing service by ensuring the protection, and providing the accessibility, of their customers’ clothing. 
Sources: U.S. Laundry Market, U.S. Economic Census, and U.S. Bureau of the Census.
Potential Consumer Base

For
The Laundry Cruiser
The Laundry Cruiser can be used by practically all households. After all, every American household does laundry. In the interest of target marketing and consumer identification, however, narrower consumer groups can be specified. 
· American Women

This inclusion of a large group identified by gender is not intended to be received as old fashioned or anti-feminine, but simply as the truth.  American women perform 80 percent of the nation’s clothes washing, and each one spends an average of eight hours every week performing this task.  

	Adult Females in the U.S.
	115.885 million

	Average Daily Wash Loads in the U.S.
	101 million

	x 80 %
	80.8 million

	Average Weekly Wash Loads for Each U.S. Woman
	5.28


· Large Households

Households in the U.S. that have more than the national average of 2.4 persons will clearly have above-average needs for clothes laundering, and in both volume and in frequency.  This basis of need by volume can have such households targeted as users of the Laundry Cruiser.  
	U.S. Households With 4 or More Residents
	27.232 million


· Apartment Dwellers
Residents of apartments may be offered the convenience of laundry rooms, but must still face the difficulties of getting to and from those laundry rooms with their clothing.  After all, apartment buildings are multi-story, and residents will have to accommodate stairs in order to get to and from those laundry rooms.   
	U.S. Apartment Dwellers 
	35.358 million


· College Students
Many Americans learn of the stress of lugging laundry to and from laundry rooms when they first have to complete this chore by themselves, while they are college students living away from home.  The Laundry Cruiser can certainly be of interest to these younger consumers of first-time need.  
	Dormitory Residents
	3.832 million

	Fraternity/Sorority House Residents
	266,000

	Off-campus Apartment Residents
	5.846 million


Of course, regular consumers of laundromats can be regarded as targeted consumers, as well, and due to their need to travel to and from these laundry locations. Much demographic information on these particular consumers is available, as well.

	U.S. Customers of Coin-Operated Laundries

n=12.254 million

	By Age
	Percent
	Index

	Under 25
	11.65 %
	170

	25 to 34
	29.96 %
	172

	35 to 44
	23.91 %
	116

	45 to 54
	15.86 %
	78

	55 to 64
	8.81 %
	60

	65 and Older
	9.80 %
	49

	By Income
	Percent
	Index

	Under $15,000
	16.65 %
	108

	$15,00 to $24,999
	20.59 %
	163

	$25,000 to $34,999
	17.74 %
	140

	$35,000 to $49,999
	19.58 %
	119

	$50,000 to $74,999
	14.39 %
	73

	$75,000 to $99,999
	5.92 %
	57

	$100,000 and Over
	5.12 %
	41

	By Ethnicity
	Percent
	Index
	By Household Arrangement
	Percent
	Index

	White
	53.79 %
	74
	Married, No Kids
	11.99 %
	42

	Black
	14.62 %
	132
	Married, With Kids
	19.58 %
	79

	Hispanic
	23.73 %
	250
	Single Parent
	43.22 %
	170

	Other
	7.86 %
	125
	Other
	25.21 %
	118


· Laundry Service Businesses

As noted, businesses that provide laundry services are growing and have further need for convenience, space-saving and clothes-separating as a result.  Based on these facts, these businesses can have need for the Laundry Cruiser.  Other companies that provide laundry service in high volume can utilize the Laundry Cruiser, as well. 
	SIC
	Industry
	Companies
	Annual Sales

(in $ Billions)

	7211 
	Power Laundries
	56,464
	$20.357

	7212
	Agents for Drycleaners
	1,740
	$0.831

	7215
	Launderettes & Laundromats
	13,863
	$2.873

	7219
	Laundry & Garment Services, NEC
	2,935
	$0.440

	7011
	Hotels & Motels
	47,027
	$94.842

	8051
	Skilled Nursing Care Facilities
	19,641
	$49.533

	8062
	General Medical & Surgical Hospitals
	9,975
	$34.140

	9223
	Correctional Facilities
	4,043
	$14.300


Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Laundry Market, Current Population Reports, National Retail Federation, Third Wave Research and Consumer Expenditure Reports 
Cost and Price Estimates

For

The Laundry Cruiser
All estimates for the possible costs and prices of a new, yet-to-be-manufactured item are very difficult to estimate.  This difficulty is due to potential variations in the costs of initial materials, the rate of production for the item, and its initial consumer demand.  As a result, these estimates are very difficult to comprise.

Moreover, research on estimated costs and prices is very restricted so as to avoid improper disclosure of the Laundry Cruiser while still in these beginning stages.

In order to provide further detailed information for consideration, however, such estimates should be offered.  The “Best Estimate” enclosed within is primarily based upon pricing of similar products (when possible) by this applicable manufacturing category, current cost of necessary materials, and average value added for the applicable manufacturing industry.

These estimates are broad, subject to change, and are enclosed only to offer a preliminary means of evaluation of product value for the Laundry Cruiser.  Of course only its manufacturer could properly determine the costs and prices.

The broad estimates on potential costs and prices for the Laundry Cruiser, throughout the line of distributors, could be:

	
	Low Range
	Mid Range
	High Range

	Materials Cost
	$3.25
	$4.10
	$5.10

	Manufacturer’s Cost
	$6.15
	$7.40
	$8.85

	Wholesale Price
	$10.15
	$12.20
	$14.60

	Supplier’s Price
	$13.60
	$16.30
	$19.60

	Retail Price (MSRP)
	$19.45
	$23.35
	$27.99


REMINDER:  It is extremely important to remember that the above costs and prices are only broad estimates.  Actual costs and prices can only be determined by manufacturing companies with a good understanding of their own production capabilities and by suppliers and outlets, based on the final prices offered to them.



















_1263713593

_1263713607

_1263713637

_1263150926

_1263160509

_1263150193

